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films. When talkies came in 1931, Prakash directed several Tamil films for his partner. He
returned to the Telugu films to direct 'Barrister Parvateesam' and 'Chandika' (both in 1940)
and Tarasasankam' (1941). It was under him that noted directors like Y.V.Rao and C. Pullaiah
were initially trained.
Gradually, theatres came to be constructed all over Andhra, the first of Its kind being
the Maruthi Cinema of Potina Srinivasa Rao at Vijayawada (1921), It was followed by other
theatres in quick succession. P.V.Das (Machilipatnam), Mote Krishna Rao (Eluru), G.K.Manga
Raju (Visakhapatnam), C.Pullaiah (Kakinada) and Nidamarti Suraiah (Ra|ahmundry) were the
early exhibitors of the silent films. Among others who produced silent films were CXPullaiah
who made 'Markandeya' (1926) using indigenous techniques both in production and projection,
and H.M.Reddy, in whose Vijayakumar' Prithviraj Kapur made his debut. LV.Prasad, who was
associated with the production of silent films In Bombay since 1930 also acted In them.
Paid! Jairaj of Hyderabad and P.V.Rao of Tenali acted In the hero roles In silent films.
Emergence of 'Talkies*
The first Indian talkie 'Alam Ara' was produced at Bombay by A.Irani and was exhibited
on the 14th of March, 1931. H.M. Reddy and LV.Prasad were associated with it. H.M.Reddy
(1892-1960) made the first Telugu talkie, 'Bhakta Prahlada ' at Bombay and released it on the
15th of September, 1931. It was a screen version of the play of the same name, popularised
by the Surabhi Theatres. Munipalie Subbaiah and Surabhi Kamalabai acted In it. H.M.Reddy
also directed the first Tamil film 'Kalidas', which had dialogue in Tamil and songs In Telugu.
L.V.Prasad acted in bit roles in all these three pictures.
Telugu films were shot at Bombay, Calcutta, Pune and Kolhapur in the early years. P.V.Das
(1870-1936) was the first Andhra to construct a well-equipped film studio In Madras (Vet Pictures
Studios: 1934) and to shoot his 'Sita Kalyanam' totally in tt. It was directed by Chltrapu
Narasimha Rao. Studios came up In the Andhra region also, Nidamarti Suraiah established
'Durga Cine Tone' at Rajahmundry (1936) and made his film 'Sampurna Ramayanam' there.
Similarly, G.KManga Raju constructed 'Andhra Cine Tone' at Visakhapatnam and produced
'Bhakta Jayadeva' (1937). Both these studios, however, faced closure within a couple of years.
The newness of the medium caught the imagination of the audience and the number
of films made each year gradually increased. During the first seven years (1931-37), a
total number of 37 films were produced, a majority of them being mythological. They were
based on popular stage-plays. A number of talented professional stage actors like YadavalH
Suryanarayana, Bellary Raghava, Pasupuleti Kannamba, Addankl Srirama Murthy, Ramatllakam
and Tungala Chalapati Rao came to the screen. The significance of this period can also be
seen in attempts to plcturise the stories of saint-devotees, treated in the mythological mould.
The following period of nine years (1938-48) signifies the emergence of socially conscious
Telugu Cinema. An understanding of the new medium and Its potential Impact on the aootety
were duly recognised during this period. This could be seen In preparing carefully wrought
out screen-plays in the place of adopting, almost In toto. the stage pteyt.